
July Sermon Series: The Joy of Giving 
Throughout July, I want us to reflect on the joy and privilege it is to give.  
Out of the abundance that God has given to us, we are invited to give generously as 
an investment in the Gospel, as partners in ministry, as a demonstration of 
Christian discipleship, and as a way of celebrating God’s grace. 
 

Giving as Discipleship  2 Corinthians 8:1 – 15  
Pray: Lord, Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path. (Ps 
119:105) Show me the way as I read your Word today. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen. 
 

Read:  2 Corinthians 8:1 - 15 
 

The subject of money is an important discussion to have, especially within 
the church. We live in a society that is overtly materialistic and stubbornly 
individualistic, self-centred, insecure and greedy (remember the crazy panic 
buying we witnessed not long ago!). So we need to have a biblical and 
Godly perspective on money and giving to show the world around us a 
different way of living.  
 

The values of the Kingdom of God are about selflessness, sacrifice and 
generosity. Growing in these things is part of growing as a Christian. 
 In 2 Corinthians 8, Paul seeks to encourage the Corinthian Christians to 
grow in discipleship through generous giving, reminding them that: 
 

1. Giving is a Sign of Grace   vv 1 – 7 
God’s grace (generous favour) to us should cause us to be gracious to 
others – as the Macedonian churches were, even in their poverty. 
 

2. Giving is a Sign of The Gospel  vv 8 – 12 
The Gospel is all about Jesus’ sacrificial giving to us. In His poverty 
(becoming one of us c\f Philippians 2) Jesus modelled giving.  
 

4. Giving is a Sign of Christian Fellowship vv 13 - 15 
When we share the riches of what God has given us with others, we are 
joining with them in Gospel ministry and compassionate care. 
 

Giving generously and sacrificially has always been a hallmark of Christian 
care, compassion and spiritual maturity. The Corinthians Church boasted in 
excelling in spiritual gifts. Paul urges them to demonstrate “real” spirituality, 
real Christian discipleship, by excelling in the gift of giving. (v 7) 
 

Pray: Heavenly Father, thank you for your abundance grace that has 
blessed me with every spiritual blessing in Christ Jesus (Eph 1:3).  
Lord, help me to be pass on all of those blessings, spiritual and material, 
with a generosity that copies Your own. For Jesus’ sake, Amen. 
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This Sunday sees us in lockdown once again for the 4th Sunday in a row, 
and it looks like it could be for a few more Sundays yet. 
 

In these troubling times, many are anxious and fearful about their health, or 
the health of loved ones, including their mental well-being, their financial 
security, uncertainties concerning the future, and how long we will be under 
these conditions.  
 

And we are not immune from these feelings. But I hope that we can draw 
comfort from God’s sovereign wisdom and faithful presence. I was recently 
reminded of Jesus’ words in John 14, when He was seeking to prepare 
His disciples for an uncertain future without His physical presence.  
 

Jesus said to His disciples:  Do not let your hearts be troubled. You 
believe in God; believe also in me. My Father’s house has many 
rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there 
to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where 
I am. 
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.  

(John 14:1 – 3 & 27) 
 

The peace God promises, and gives, is a peace beyond our understanding 
(Phil 4:7). It is designed to not only comfort us, but also to help us keep our 
eyes focussed on Jesus – the source of all comfort and strength. 
 

May God bless you with peace, comfort & strength as we persevere in faith. 
Ian Weeks 
 

Pastor:   Rev Ian Weeks   
 (Ph) 9451 3916   (Mob) 0408 308 196      
Wednesday – Monday (Tuesday off) 
mail@belrose.unitingchurch.org.au 
Prayer Requests:  
Prayer.team@belrose.unitingchurch.org.au  

Please keep giving!  
You are encouraged to make use of the electronic funds transfer option 
from your bank account to the Uniting Financial Services Congregation 
account using the following information:  

BUC Property Committee  BSB 634-634 Acc 10000-1487 
Thank you for your generous support for the work of the Gospel.   
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July Mission of the Month: The Bible Society 
 

  The Bible Society is Australia’s 
longest-living organization, over 200 
years old!  

The Bible Society is creating new ways to advocate for the Bible, to promote 
it, and offer people new ways to engage with it. Its vision is to see all people 
engaged with the Bible in a language they can understand, in a format they 
can use, and at a price they can afford.  
 

The Bible Society is also the publisher of the monthly Eternity newspaper 
and owner of Koorong Bookstores.  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Pick a Psalm!  Do you have a favourite Psalm? I’m sure many of us could 
name one Psalm that has special significance. For me, it’s a difficult 
question, as my favourite Psalm may change according to the 
circumstances or frame of mind I find myself in. The Psalms speak to so 
many of our life circumstances as they often reflect someone’s response to 
a particular situation or experience. 
 

Many of the Psalms were written when the author was confronted by 
dangers and perils, by enemies or injustice, by loneliness or anxieties. They 
regularly contain phrases like: “How long O Lord?” or “Where are you God?” 
or “Hear my cry.”, and “Deliver me O God.”   
 

 I was recently drawn to Psalm 27, written by David as he struggled with 
enemies seeking his death. Yet in the midst of that he is able to find refuge, 
joy, peace and hope in God’s faithfulness: God is his stronghold, his refuge, 
his “safe place”.  
 

In verse 4, his prayer, his priority, his one great desire is NOT deliverance 
from his circumstances (though God may indeed do that) BUT rather that he 
might dwell in God’s presence always, and see God’s glory, even in the 
midst of horrendous circumstances. What a great prayer! 

 

The Weekly Thursday Prayer Meetings are open to anyone who wants to 

come. We share prayer points, read and reflect upon a Psalm, moving us to 

praise God & to pray. All welcome, even to sit and just listen. 
 

The weekly Prayer Meetings are in recess until covid lockdown 
restrictions are lifted. 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
* Gordon Allan   * Jen Dinning  * Gordon Richardson  
*  John Bishop   *  David Keiller   
* Marcia Schnabel    * Matt Phillips 
 

* World:  global covid crisis; refugees & the persecuted Church; our 
international mission partners (Bruce & Kathy, Edwardes Family) 
 

* Those grieving the loss of loved ones; affected by disasters and covid-19. 
 

* Schools – for Scripture Classes at Mimosa (Mel Mottau) & Belrose (Ian 
Weeks) PS; and for Henri Simpson & his team at Davidson & The Forest 
High Schools. 
 

* Forest Kirk Congregation seeking a new Minister 
 

* Evangelistic opportunities to share the Gospel & vision for our future 
direction; pray for revival in our nation! 
 

Have a prayer request?  * Email:prayer.team@belrose.unitingchurch.org.au 
*Give to Rev. Ian or  place a note in the prayer box near Church front door 
 
 

 
 
 

WHAT’S ON @ BUC – Update your 2021 diaries 
Property/room bookings to Denis Wall: deniswall30@gmail.com 
Using the Church premises: Please turn off lights & air con, & lock up. 

 

All meetings at the Church are post-poned  
until the covid lockdown order is lifted. 

 

This includes the MID YEAR CONGREGATION MEETING which 
was to be held on Sunday 25th July at 10.45 am Date TBA.  
Agenda will include: 2021/22 Budget plus any other items you wish to add. 

MARK THE DATE: 
ACC National Conference  
Sept 9 – 11, 2021, Adelaide 
The Transforming Power  

of the Gospel 
 

Book to attend in person  
or at home via Zoom: 

https://www.hopenetsa.org.au/conference/ 
 

Check out the promo video:  
https://youtu.be/V_IBxN9x_G8 

 

Email ACC Office for more info: 
accoffice@confessingcongregations.com 

 

mailto:prayer.team@belrose.unitingchurch.org.au
mailto:deniswall30@gmail.com

